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MARIA Theresia is known to the world of
culture as the greatest woman of the Habs-
burg dynasty. For breadth of outlook and
significance as a ruler she may be compared to Elizabeth
of England. As a wife and mother, she is as yet
unknown, save to the few. These personal letters whose
interest is focussed on the human side of her life, show
her as a woman of profound insight, taking interest in
whatsoever affected the lives of her children and her
subjects. She advises her married daughters, among
whom was the unhappy Marie Antoinette, on how to
handle their husbands, and her sons on their intercourse
with their fellowmen and subjects. A book about one,
who, even in the midst of stirring events of historical
significance never lost sight of the everyday and the
intimate, nor of its importance in life, even for the great.
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